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Sir: 


AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL REJECTION 

Responsive to the Official Action dated September 2, 1999, please amend the 
above identified application as follows: 


IN THE CLAIMS 


Cancel claims*^ 6^12 through 16, and 21 without prejudice 

Amend claims 1 and1 7as follov 
1 . (Amended) A method of treating comminuted cellulpsic fibrous material 
utilizing a star feeder having a rotor with a plurality of pockets rotatable within a 
cylindrical housing with an inlet and an outlet, a clearance between the housing and the 
rotor, and a shear edge in the inlet at a downstream portion of the inlet in the direction 
of rotation of the pocketed rotor and wherein the shear edge is held in place by readily 
removable fasteners and further utilizing a removable protective baffle mounted in the 
housing inlet in a position above the shear edge, providing protection for the shear 
edge ; said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) feeding comminuted cellulosic fibrous material into the inlet; 
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